DISEASE   AND    MUSIC

suggested cauterization of the wound with a red-hot iron, but
never had an opportunity to test it. Internally they gave alexi-
pharmaca, antidotes such as treacle or brandy.

The results were not encouraging, and besides the great ma-
jority of all patients had no wound. They had been bitten, but in
the past. When the tarantati danced at the height of summer, they
naturally sweated tremendously, and the physicians thought that
this profuse perspiration effected the cure by driving out the
poison. And so they made patients sweat without dancing by giv-
ing them diaphoretic remedies, but without any result. The doc-
tors, finally, had to admit that music was the only cure, not music
at large but the tunes played in Apulia for centuries in the treat-
ment of tarantism. The music, the dances it caused and the result-
ing perspiration cured the patients, if not permanently, at least
temporarily for the season.

As a good iatromechanist, Baglivi had no difficulty in explain-
ing the pathogenesis of the disease and the mechanism of the
cure.37 'This venom," he wrote, "in respect of itself must consist
in the highest degree of exaltation; but with respect to the di-
versity of the constitutions of men, it produces various effects.
Among which the principal are condensation and coagulation,
and an oppression of the spirits . . . And though the poison of
the Tarantula, by activity of its virulent substance does almost
dispose the humors to coagulation; yet by virtue of the brisk and
lively motion of its constituent parts, it hinders, in some measure,
the total coagulation of the humors, and by giving a fillip to the
spirits and humors, prevents their final sinking. Nay, sometimes
such is the agitation of the spirits, that they degenerate into in-
voluntary and purely spasmodic motions."

On the basis of such a theory it was easy to explain the effect
of the music: "It being manifest . . . that music ravishes healthy
persons into such actions as imitate the harmony they hear, we
easily adjust our opinion of the effects of music in the cure of
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